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ALCAS Committee News 
 

The ALCAS Committee has met three times in 2007 (February, March and 
May). Major issues discussed have included: 
 
• The wrap up of the highly successful 2006 Conference held in 

Melbourne in November and lessons learned for the next conference 
in 2008 

 
• The development of the operational structures for the AusLCI 

initiative and ALCAS representation as part of the Interim Steering 
Committee 

 
• The development of an ALCAS 2007 Activity Plan 
 
• The redevelopment and updating of the ALCAS web site –  
 first stage now completed. 
 
The committee has also begun the organisation of a series of Roundtables 
for 2007, with the aim of hopefully delivering at least three ALCAS 
Roundtables every 12 months. A very successful LCI Guideline 
Development Roundtable was held in February and a Biodiversity 
Roundtable is planned for July 23 (see below).  
 
Other possible topics for this year’s Roundtables include Greenhouse Gas, 
Weightings and Validations. If you have any other suggestions, please 
contact Alastair Woodard at woodard@tpcsolutions.com.au. 
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Biodiversity/LCA Roundtable 
 

How do we best incorporate biodiversity impacts into Life Cycle 
Assessment?  

 
This one day roundtable is the first step in shaping future directions on the 
topic. Biodiversity and LCA practitioners from all industry sectors are 
encouraged to attend. The day is not designed to be highly technical, but 
rather a day to build bridges between the sciences so as to lead future 
directions and collaborations. Participants will have the opportunity to 
briefly discuss their work, and 50 per cent of the day will be set aside for 
workshopping and discussion. 
 
Where:  University of NSW 
  Room 701, 7th floor 
  School of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
 
When: Monday 23 July 2007  
  9.45am - 4.00pm  
 
Cost:  ALCAS Members $40 
  Non-ALCAS Members $80 
 
For registration enquires contact Jean Wiegard at  
jtp-aust@bigpond.net.au or on (03) 98172042 
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AusLCI Initiative 
 

The  Australian  Life  Cycle  Inventory 
database initiative (AusLCI) was launched 
at  the  National  LCA  conference  in 
November 2006. The conference provided 
an ideal venue to promote the project and 
engage industry representatives in relation 
to its further development, and since the 
launch, strong interest to join the project 
has  been  expressed  by  industry 
stakeholders. 
 
The  development  of  an  Australian  life 
cycle inventory is not new; there has been 
substantial  inventory  development  in 
Australia  by  different  companies, 
universities and research groups.   What 
is new about this initiative is an explicit 
public focus for the data, and the planned 
engagement  of  industry  through  the 
inventory  and  protocol  development 
process.  
 
The AusLCI initiative is being undertaken 
jointly  by  the  Australian  LCA  Society 
(ALCAS)  and  CSIRO  Sustainable 
Ecosystems, in partnership with a range of 
other  research  institutions,  government 
departments and industry participants. 
 
As the project now enters its design and 
operational  stage,  an  AusLCI  Interim 
Steering  Committee  has  been  formed. 
This  committee  will  establish  a  basic 
organisational framework and a series of 
sub-committees to run the project, and will 
allow  a  broad  group  of  practitioners, 
government and industry stakeholders to 
be involved in the project.    
 
The next  twelve  months  will  require  a 
number of key activities to be completed 
before AusLCI  goes live  and becomes 
fully  operational.  This  includes 
development  and  agreement  on  data 
guidelines  and  technical  specifications, 
engaging  stakeholders  including  data 
users  and  data  providers  and 
development of a business model for the 

long  term  and  sustained  operation  of 
AusLCI. 
 
Ultimately,  it  is  envisaged  that  an 
appropriately  convened  and  constituted 
organisation  will  manage  AusLCI, 
operating a transparent business process 
and reporting to a Board. The nature and 
form of  this  organisation  and business 
plan will be the focus of activities over the 
next 12 months, alongside the technical 
development of the database itself. 
 
Process and Progress 
 
The  first  stage  of  the  process  is  the 
completion of the draft data guidelines.  
However,  even before these guidelines 
are finalised it is possible for industries to 
begin their own inventory development on 
the basis that the changes to the final form 
should not effect the data collection.   
 
Industry involvement and engagement is 
extremely valuable at this early stage of 
the process. Due to capacity restraints in 
Australia  and  a  need  to  develop 
confidence in the inventory collection and 
documentation process, data development 
will be staged.  An initial trial will target 
common  datasets  for  electricity  and 
transport.  
 
Much of this early development will be 
carried  out  with  in-kind  support  from  
industries and research agencies, ahead 
of funding being secured for the project to 
expand  into  other  materials  and 
processes.   
 
It is expected that all other key materials 
and processes required for the database 
will be identified as part the process, and 
industry  support,  both  financial  and  in 
terms of cooperation, will be secured for a 
majority of the important material sectors.  
 
 For important sectors that are not in a 
position to cooperate with the project, data 
will  be  developed  from  published 
environmental  information  from  that 
sector,  from  technical  models  of  the 
processes  and  from  overseas  data 
sources where no other data is available.  
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The Australian Life 
Cycle Assessment 
Society (ALCAS) is a 
professional 
organisation for 
people interested in 
the practice, use, 
development and 
interpretation of Life 
Cycle Assessment 
(LCA). 
 
The society is a not-
for-profit 
organisation with 
individual and 
corporate members. 
 
The purpose of the 
society is to promote 
and foster the 
responsible 
development and 
application of LCA 
methodology in 
Australia and 
internationally, and 
to represent the 
Australian LCA 
community in the 
international arena.  
 
The society is also 
aimed at making a 
positive contribution 
to Ecological 
Sustainable 
Development (ESD). 
 
For further 
information about 
ALCAS, including 
membership 
information, events 
and current projects,  
log on to our website 
at:  
www.alcas.asn.au  
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Membership 
 
The benefits of 
ALCAS membership 
include: 
 
• Discounted access 

to ALCAS events 
such as conferences 
and roundtables  

 
• 50% discount on 

subscriptions to the 
International Journal 
of Life Cycle 
Assessment, where 
ALCAS has a 
permanent column 

 
 
As an ALCAS 
member you can: 
 
• Be part of the 

Australian LCA 
Community and 
keep abreast of, and 
have input into, 
national and 
international issues 
in LCA, and related 
environmental tools 
and methods 

 
• Help in the 

advancement and 
appropriate 
application of LCA 
and associated tools 
to create a more 
sustainable society 

 
• Quarterly ALCAS 

newsletter with in 
briefs on LCA 
developments, 
events and 
committee news.  

 
 
 

Data  from  the  AusLCI  project  will  be 
published at the end of the trial process, 
and then progressively as data modules 
are completed.  
 
AusLCI Delivery Structures 
 
The  overall  strategic  leadership  and 
management of the AusLCI initiative will 
be  undertaken  by  the  AusLCI  Interim 
Steering  Committee,  supported  by  an 
AusLCI Secretariat.  
 
The Secretariat will be the primary centre 
for  operations,  following directions from 
the Interim Steering Committee. Duties of 
the Secretariat will include being the first 
and primary point of contact for enquiries 
or  information  requests  about  AusLCI, 
managing budget and financial matters, 
coordinating  information  and  committee 
activities,  and  assisting  in  organising 
external events.  
 

Convened by, and reporting to, the Interim 
Steering Committee will  be the AusLCI 
Technical Development Sub-Committees. 
These  Sub-Committees  will  be 
responsible  for  all  specific  technical 
development  issues.  The  committees 
proposed or currently established include: 
 

• Data guidelines 
• Allocation  
• Quality assurance and 

documentation 
• Inventory review 
• Database and user interface 
• Impact assessment 
 

The  proposed  AusLCI  operational 
structure is shown below. For details on 
the  terms  of  reference,  planned 
developments and expected deliverables, 
please contact:  
tim.grant@rmit.edu.au 
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Proposed AusLCI Committee and Sub-Committee Structure:  
Phase 1(a) 29 May 2007 
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Website News 
 
 
You will no doubt 
have noticed the new 
fresher look of the 
ALCAS website. 
 
The website has 
recently undergone 
stage one of a major 
redevelopment, with 
more changes to 
follow in the coming 
months. 
 
In the next stage of 
the website 
redevelopment we 
hope to add an 
exclusive Members’ 
Section to the site. 
 
Updated sections on 
the website include: 
 
• Events 
• News 
• FAQ 
• Membership 
• Weblinks 
• About Us 
 
We have also added a 
section on the AusLCI 
initiative, with 
information about the 
project and links to 
the AusLCI website 
 
Further details on 
future development of 
the ALCAS website 
will be provided in the 
next newsletter.   
 
If you have any 
feedback on the 
website please e-mail 
lisa.opray@rmit.edu.au 

Window Systems in 
Australia 
 

Nigel Howard – BRANZ 
March 2007 
 

On behalf of the Forest and Wood 
Products Research and Development 
Corporation, BRANZ are conducting a 
study to assess the life cycle 
environmental impacts of timber framed 
windows compared to the most common 
alternatives – Aluminium and PVC.   
 
The scope of the study spans cradle to 
grave for the alternative window systems, 
including the production of the materials, 
manufacture and delivery of the windows, 
and the operational life performance 

(taking account of heat transmission) 
including cleaning and maintenance.   
 
The project is has 3 main phases: 
 
• identification of archetypes 

representative of the main 
alternatives in the marketplace 

 
• LCA assessment of the embodied 

materials impacts from initial 
manufacture, cleaning and 
maintenance over their life 

 
• LCA assessment of the energy 

implications of the alternatives for 
heat (or coolth) transmission 
relevant to 7 major cities across 
Australia with different climate 
conditions. 

 
The final report will comprehensively 
compare window system alternatives 
using consistently applied  LCA.  The 
project is due to be completed mid 2007, 
and should provide a key resource for 
those specifying or purchasing window 
systems. 
 
For further information about this project 
visit the Forest and Wood Products 
Research and Development Corporation 
website at www.fwprdc.org.au 
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2006 ALCAS Life Cycle 
Assessment Conference CD  
 
The CD with the presentations from the 5th 
Australian Life Cycle Assessment 
Conference, have now been pressed and 
distributed.   
 
This CD provides an excellent resource for 
the range of state-of-the-art presentations 
that were delivered.  
 
For fur ther informat ion contact 
lisa.opray@rmit.edu.au 
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Our Objectives  
 
The specific objectives 
of ALCAS are: 
 
• To promote and foster 

the appropriate 
application of LCA in 
Australia 

 
• To promote and foster 

the responsible 
development of LCA 
methodology in 
Australia with 
consideration of 
international initiatives 
and commensurate with 
local conditions 

 
• To foster links with the 

international LCA 
community 

 
• To organise a regular 

LCA Roundtable to 
facilitate information 
exchange and 
discussion on LCA 
amongst stakeholder 
groups 

 
• To contribute to national 

policies, positions and 
approaches on LCA and 
its applications both 
nationally and 
internationally 

 
• Increase education and 

awareness of LCA 
among stakeholders 
including industry, 
academia, government, 
non-government 
organizations, LCA 
practitioners, end users 
and the general public 

 
• To develop a national 

competence in LCA to 
meet the environmental 
challenges both locally 
and internationally 

What do a string trio, a 
comedian and LCA have in 
common? 
 
The 5th Australian Conference on Life 
Cycle Assessment was held in 
Melbourne between the 22nd and 24th 
November 2006. Over three solid days, 
LCA content from around Australia and 
the world was presented, much of which 
represented a newfound maturity in LCA 
practice. The 200 strong audience 
enjoyed presentations and discussions 
with many of the worlds leading experts 
in LCA. 
 
The first day saw the official launch of the 
Australian Life Cycle Inventory data base 
project (AusLCI) by Terry A’Hearn from 
the Victorian Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA Victoria).  The AusLCI 
project is setting a framework for industry 
and research organisations in Australian 
to develop high quality consistent LCA 
data.  
 
A much welcomed commitment to the 
Aus LCI project came from the Plastics 
and Chemicals Industry Association 
(PACIA) CEO, Michael Catchpole who 
opened the conference with a speech 
highlighting the importance of LCA and 
life cycle thinking to the plastics and 
chemicals sector. Mr Catchpole also 
committed PACIA to support the AusLCI 
in the development of inventory data for 
Australian polymers.  
 
Greg Norris from Sylvatica presented the 
second stage of the UNEP/SETAC Life 
Cycle Initiative, which will focus on 
specific consumption clusters of food, 
housing, mobility, and consumer 
products while also focusing on life cycle 
approaches for development.  Atsushi 
Inaba, the Director of the National 
Research Centre on LCA in Japan 
described how Japan have invested in 
LCA development both in the area of 
inventory and also in the development of 
indicators for impact assessment relevant 
to Japan.   
 
Atsushi highlighted how the Japanese 
National Research Centre on LCA has  

been assisting Thailand and Malaysia to 
develop their own national inventory 
projects, which are both in the early 
development phase but certain to rapidly 
progress. Similarly, Mike Levee from the 
American Plastics Council described how 
the US national LCI project was initiated, 
and discussed how the project is 
progressing in its development working 
with different industrial sectors.  
 
Mark Goedkoop from Prė Consultants 
outlined Europe’s developments in Life 
Cycle Impact Assessment (LCIA) and 
suggested how these developments 
could effect the local development of 
LCIA models for Australia.  Atsushi Inaba 
also described the Japanese LCIA 
method called LIME which has 
specifically expanded the endpoints for 
the model to include plant productivity, 
social assets, and the use of conjoin 
analysis to develop weighting between 
the end point categories.   
 
Entertainment throughout the conference 
was never far away with everything from 
a string trio, to a stand up comedian and  
everything in between. Dinner wouldn’t 
have been quite the same without Dolly 
Putin’s skilfully witty presentation, which 
grasped all the key concepts of traditional 
life cycle assessment and moulded them 
into one hilarious presentation on the “life 
cycle assessment of your boyfriend”.  
 
Getting right back to business, the 
business case for LCA was summarised 
by Henry King from Unilever who outlined 
the risks and rewards available to 
companies and their brands in the area 
of environmental performance. 

Australian Life Cycle Assessment Society        www.alcas.asn.au          PO BOX 304 Balwyn Victoria 3103 
5 



 

 

       

Australian Life Cycle Assessment Society 

Recent Events 
 
5th Australian 
Conference on Life 
Cycle Assessment 
November 2006 
 
LCI Guideline 
Development 
Roundtable  
February 2007 
 
ALCAS Committee 
Meetings 
February, March & May 
2007 
 
Upcoming 
Events 
 
Biodiversity and LCA 
Roundtable 
23 July 2007 
 
15th International 
Conference on Life 
Cycle Engineering 
17-19 March 2008 
 
Current Projects 
 
The AusLCI Initiative  
 
ALCAS is working with 
the CSIRO 
(Commonwealth 
Scientific Industrial 
Research 
Organisation) to 
develop a Australian 
Life Cycle Inventory 
database. 
 
For more information 
visit: 
www.ausLCI.com or 
click the AusLCI link 
on the ALCAS website. 

Henry stressed the importance of 
integrity in environmental information to 
avoid backlash, while also highlighting 
why companies should structure 
environmental claims to ensure 
relevance and understanding by the 
consumer.  
 
From the jam packed schedule full of 
eager presenters to the audience 
numbers on the day, it was clear the 
building industry is a driving force for 
LCA in Australia.  Nigel Howard from 
BAMS discussed the development of the 
UK’s BREEAM Green Guide to 
Specification, and the relevance of the 
building sector to overall environmental 
loads in the economy.  
 
Rob Rouwette presented the Dutch 
perspective on their materials rating 
program, the MRPI.  Many LCA case 
studies were presented, including houses 
in Melbourne, Darwin and Thailand, 
flooring systems, particleboard, various 
wood products and powder coating.   
 
With water being a current issue in 
Australia,  it was great to see LCA 
studies of water servicing from Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa. Within 
some of these studies of water services 
the LCA was integrated with other 
decision support tools such as life cycle 
costing, multi criteria assessment and 
other sustainability metrics.  
 
Heny King from Unilever highlighted the 
linkages between agriculture, resource 
use and waste management with 
examples on how, particularly in the food 
industry, LCA is being integrated into 
decision processes to meet companies’ 
sustainability goals and reduce future 
environmental risks.  
 
The sessions on LCA in agriculture drew 
the greatest number of international 
p resenta t ions  on;  agr icu l tu ra l 
commodities (sugar, maize, and wool) 
and agricultural products (wine and 
biofuels), while papers presented in the 
resource use and waste management 

sessions focused on packaging LCA 
tools, and end of life LCAs for electronic 
and automotive components. 
 
The discussion throughout the 
greenhouse plenary session made it 
clear that carbon trading and carbon 
policy are key drivers for much of the 
LCA activity in Australia, and as such, the 
conference organisers attempted to walk 
the talk by offsetting the emissions 
created by the conference. All delegates 
were surveyed over the course of the 
conference to determine travel and 
accommodation demands.  
 
The conference’s ecological footprint was 
estimated to be 68 global average 
hectares while the greenhouse emissions 
were calculated at 325 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalents. All greenhouse 
emissions were offset through the 
purchase of Australian Greenhouse 
Office verified carbon credits from an 
abatement project being run by Southern 
Metropolitan Regional Council, who 
divert municipal solid waste from landfill 
and turn it into compost. 
 
The future of LCA in Australia has key 
challenges, particularly in the 
development of inventory data with 
industry and new research into impact 
assessment approaches relevant to the 
Australian environment.   
 
Tool development is continuing in key 
sectors of buildings, water and packaging 
and this should further expand the uptake 
of life cycle management in Australia 
over the coming years.  
 
 
 
 
The ALCAS committee looks forward to 
your participation at the 6th Australian 
Conference on Life Cycle Assessment, to 
be held in April 2008. 
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For more 
information 
 
Looking for further 
information on LCA 
issues and 
developments? 
 
The following 
journals provide 
interesting and 
relevant articles on 
LCA and related 
fields. 
 
International Journal 
of LCA 
Latest edition: Vol 12, 
No 4, 2007 
 
Journal of Cleaner 
Production 
Latest edition: Vol 15, 
Issue 10, 2007 
 
Journal of Industrial 
Ecology  
Latest edition: Vol 11, 
Issue 2, Spring 2007 
 
Remember, ALCAS 
members are entitled 
to a 50% discount on 
subscriptions to the 
International Journal 
of Life Cycle 
Assessment. 
 
For links to these 
journals, along with 
other relevant 
resources, log on the 
ALCAS website and 
click on ‘weblinks’ 
 
www.alcas.asn.au 
 

Fellowships 
 
The George Alexander Foundation/ ISS Institute Fellowship for trades people and 
artisans to 35 years of age 
 
The George Alexander Foundation/ISS Institute Fellowship will be awarded annually. 
Each successful applicant receives a maximum of $10,000 towards costs such as 
airfares, living allowance, accommodation, course fees and/or materials. Closing date 
for applications is Monday 16th July 2007.For guidelines and application visit  
http://www.issinstitute.org.au/pdfs/'07%20GEORGE.pdf 
 
The Pratt Foundation/ISS Institute - Four Fellowships available. 
 
Each successful applicant receives a maximum of $8,000 towards costs such as 
airfares, living allowance, accommodation, course fees and materials. Applications are 
invited from those who live in cities or regional centres across Australia. Closing date 
for applications - Monday 16th July 2007. For guidelines and application visit  
http://www.issinstitute.org.au/pdfs/'07%20PRATT%20FELLOWSHIPS.pdf 
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Conferences & Roundtables 
 
CIRP-LCE 2008 - 17-19 March 2008 
 
The University of NSW will host CIRP-LCE'08, the 15th International Conference on Life 
Cycle Engineering.  CIRP (College International pour la Recherche en Productique) is a 
Paris-based scientific institution with members in 46 countries which promotes research 
in manufacturing and product engineering (www.cirp.net).   
 
Abstract  submissions  close  7  September  2007.  For  further  information  see 
www.Ice2008.com or contact Greg Peters at g.peters@unsw.edu.au 
 
ALCAS Biodiversity/LCA Roundtable - 23 July 2007 
See page 1 for full details.  

 

ALCAS Committee Members 2007 
 
For further information in regards the ALCAS Committee feel free to contact any of 
the Executive members: 
 
President:   Tim Grant    (03) 9925-3490 
 
Vice President:  Greg Peters   (02) 9385-5097 
 
Treasurer:  Jean Wiegard   (03) 9817-2042 
 
Secretary:  Alastair Woodard  (03) 9611-9058 
 
Committee  
Members:  Ingrid Cornander  
   Paul Koltun 
   Lisa Opray 
   Bob Pagan 
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Application for membership to the  
AUSTRALIAN LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT SOCIETY 
 
 
 
I, …………….….…………………………………………………………………….. 
(name and occupation) 
 
of …………..………………………….………………………………………………. 
(address) 
 
desire to become a member of the Australian Life Cycle Assessment Society  

on behalf of …...……………………………………………………………………… 
(organisation – for organisational membership only) 

 
In the event of my admission as a member, I agree to be bound by the rules of the So-
ciety for the time being in force. 
 
Signature of Applicant ………...……………………………………………………. 
 
Date……………………………………. 
 
Tick membership type: 

 

 
 
I,………………………………………………, a member of the Society, 
(name) 
 
nominate the applicant, who is personally known to me, for membership of the Society. 
 
Signature of Proposer……… ………………………………………………………. 
 
Date…………………………………………… 
 
 

 
Post to: ALCAS, P.O Box 304, Balwyn, Victoria 3103 

Organisational ($500)    Individual ($40)   
 
 
 
 


